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On Aug. 13, Haiti held makeup elections in the 21 towns where major irregularities had occurred
on June 25. The elections took place largely without incident, although they were boycotted by
most major parties and the turnout was lower than expected. Controversy surrounding the firstround elections has affected President Jean Bertrand Aristide's government, which received the
resignations of four ministers in the days before the makeup elections were held. The Aug. 13
makeup was postponed twice following the rejection of the results of the June balloting by many of
Haiti's small parties, which claimed irregularities sanctioned by the electoral commission tipped the
balance in favor of Aristide's Organisation Politique Lavalas (OPL) party (see NotiSur, 07/07/95 and
07/21/95).
The electoral council hoped the delay would allow time to overcome some of the problems that
plagued the first round. OAS officials remarked at the vast improvement made in poll-worker
training and ballot security. "The situation was different last time," said Micheline Begin, deputy
director of the OAS electoral observer mission. "I seriously believe they learned their lessons."
Although no official figures are available, estimates were that 50% of those who were entitled to
vote in this makeup election did so. As in the earlier elections, ballots will be counted by hand, with
results expected to take more than a week.
Despite the decision by most opposition parties to boycott the makeup balloting, electoral officials
said no candidates asked to have their names removed. However, analysts say the key question
remains whether candidates from boycotting parties who win this second vote will renounce their
victory or ask to be considered independent candidates. Runoff elections will be held sometime in
September, followed by presidential elections before the end of the year. The Clinton administration
praised the latest Haitian efforts. "We understand that...Haitians were able to vote at sites across
the country without fear of violence and intimidation and that represents a great step forward," said
White House spokesman Michael McCurry. "We regret of course that the anticipated turnout was
lower than had been projected, and we're also disappointed that more of the competing parties did
not participate fully in the rerun elections."
Since the first round elections in June, in which pro- Aristide Lavalas candidates won an
overwhelming victory, most opposition parties have protested the results and demanded a new
electoral commission and new elections. However, international observers, including the US,
accepted the results of those elections as being reasonably fair and reflective of the will of the
majority of Haitian people. "The June 25 elections in Haiti were a major achievement in the process
of building a strong democracy there," said Mark L. Schneider, assistant administrator for the
US Agency for International Development (USAID). "Despite their problems, the elections were
a significant step forward." Although most international observers accepted the legitimacy of
the elections, the US-based Carter Center was highly critical and recommended that the Clinton
administration not support the runoffs.
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"Of the 13 elections that I have observed, the June 25 Haitian elections were the most disastrous
technically with the most insecure count," said Robert Pastor, author of the center's report. "I
personally witnessed the tainting of about one-third of all ballots in Port-au-Prince." Although
most opposition parties claimed the deck was stacked in favor of the Lavalas candidates, little
evidence of discontent among the population was seen after the voting. In fact, on Aug. 3, grassroots
organizations held a march in support of the results. It was the first pro-election rally after weeks
of protests by major opposition parties. "The political parties don't respect the will of the people,"
said Jean-Nicol Joseph, 28, a member of one of the grassroots groups that called the demonstration.
"We've taken to the streets to show we're fed up with them." On July 27, assistant secretary of state
Strobe Talbott went to Haiti to support the Haitian government's effort to promote wider acceptance
for the electoral process in Haiti and abroad.
Aristide recognized that many problems had occurred and promised to implement measures to
correct them. Much of the criticism was directed at the interim electoral council, headed by Anselme
Remy. Shortly after a meeting with the president on July 27, Remy and council member Jean
Francis Merisier resigned. Pierre-Michel Sajous, a dentist, and Johnson Bazelais were appointed
by the president to replace the resigned members. On July 31, the council elected Sajous as its new
president. However, the opposition is demanding that the entire council be replaced. "Sajous is
an Aristide partisan, too. He may turn out worse than Remy," said former senator Turneb Delpe,
co-leader of the Front National pour le Changement et la Democratie (FNCD). "The Front has not
changed its position: a totally new council, totally new elections."
The controversy surrounding the elections has caused a shake-up in the Aristide administration.
Prime Minister Smarck Michel announced on Aug. 14 the realignment of his cabinet after the
resignations of four ministers, three protesting the elections. Public Administration Minister
Anthony Barbier resigned on Aug. 10. Social Affairs Minister Enold Joseph, Environment Minister
Anthony Verdier, and Commerce Minister Maurice Lafortune followed with resignations on Aug.
11. All but Lafortune, a businessman, are members of opposition parties. Michel replaced two of the
four Cabinet members with Aristide supporters. Lafortune was replaced by Aristide supporter and
vice minister of foreign relations Roger Perodin. Joseph was replaced by Mathilde Flambert, a proAristide businesswoman. Barbier was replaced by Jacques Debrosse, and Verdier was replaced by
Yves Andre Wainwright, Debrosse's assistant. "More than ever before, the government is composed
of members of Aristide's political family and friends," said Evans Paul, the capital's former mayor
and co-leader of the FNCD.
Meanwhile, Joseph Emmanuel Charlemagne, who defeated incumbent Evans Paul in the June
elections to become mayor of Port-au-Prince, took office on Aug. 4. Charlemagne, popularly
known as Manno, pledged to keep his campaign promises and do his best to improve conditions
in Haiti's squalid capital. "Manno the candidate will remain the same as Manno the mayor," he
told supporters and government officials packed into Haiti's Palace of Justice for the inauguration.
Charlemagne, an independent with close ties to Aristide, took 45% of the vote to Paul's 18% in a
field of 20 candidates.
In a related event, on July 31, the UN Security Council voted unanimously to extend the presence of
UN peacekeepers in Haiti until the new president assumes office in February 1996. The UN mission
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includes about 6,000 soldiers and 850 civilian police. It took over on Mar. 31 from the US-led forces
that carried out the occupation of the Caribbean nation last September to restore Aristide to power.
The council said it looked forward to the "safe, secure, and orderly assumption of office by a new
constitutionally elected government," and the UN force's removal by February. (Sources: Deutsche
Press Agentur, 08/04/95; Reuter, 07/21/95, 07/27/95, 07/31/95, 08/04/95, 08/12-14/95; Notimex,
07/27/95, 08/14/95; Agence France-Presse, 07/27/95, 07/29/95, 07/31/95, 08/10/95, 08/12/95, 08/14/95;
Associated Press, 07/27/95, 07/31/95, 08/01/95, 08/04/95, 08/09/95, 08/14/95)
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